
BANFF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH STATION

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

THE BANFF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH STATION

FOR MATHEMATICAL INNOVATION AND DISCOVERY

WELCOMES PROPOSALS 1

FOR ITS 2003 OPERATING YEAR

(MARCH - DECEMBER 2003).

A JOINT CANADA-US INITIATIVE COORDINATED BY

ThePacific Institutefor theMathematicalSciences(PIMS)
TheMathematicalSciencesResearchInstitute(MSRI)

PENDING THE SUPPORT OF THE

NaturalScienceandEngineeringResearchCouncilof Canada(NSERC)
US NationalScienceFoundation(NSF)

AlbertaScienceResearchAuthority (ASRA)
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1All BIRSactivities aresubjectto expectedfinancing



About The Banff Inter national Research Station (BIRS)

� BIRS is a collaborative Canada-USventurethat provides the infrastructurefor hostingworkshopsand
meetingsfor creative interactionandthe exchangeof ideas,knowledge,andmethodswithin the MATHE-
MATICAL SCIENCES andtheir relatedareas.

� BIRS is aself-containedfacility locatedon thesiteof theBanff Centrein Banff, Alberta. It offers(single-
room) accommodation,meals,lectureanddiscussionrooms,high-speedinternetconnection,andleisure
spacefor 40 to 50 peoplein a magnificentmountainsetting.2

� Theobjectiveof BIRS is to supportresearch and innovation, dissemination,and educationalactivities
in all areasof science,andtechnologyinvolvedwith themathematicalandstatisticalsciences,including,
thoughnotnecessarilyrestrictedto, algebra,numbertheory, geometryandtopology, analysis,foundations,
classicalandmodernappliedmathematics,industrialmathematics,theoreticalandappliedstatistics,the
mathematicsof risk, the mathematicsof informationandcomputerscience,mathematicalphysics,bio-
mathematicsandenvironmentalmathematics,andmathematicsof thegeologicalandatmosphericsciences.

� Accommodationandtravel: The useof facilities is provided gratis for all Programsrun throughBIRS.
Themealcostsareincludedin mostbut not all BIRS activities. Currently, travel expensesto andfrom the
Banff Centrearetheresponsibilityof theparticipants/organizers.An effort is beingmadeto find fundsfor
thepartialsupportof travel.

� Banff is servedby theCalgaryInternationalAirport. RegularshuttleservicerunsbetweentheAirport and
Banff, a trip of about1.5hours.

Guidelinesfor Proposals

� Proposalsarereviewed on a competitive basisby the BIRS ScientificAdvisory Boardon the criteria of
excellence,relevance,andtimeliness.

� Eachprogramshouldhaveaminimumof two Organizers,preferablyincludingatleastonefromaCanadian
andonefrom aUS institution.

� Proposalsshouldberestrictedin lengthto 5 pagesandshouldcontain:

(i) A shortoverview of thesubjectarea.

(ii) A statementof theobjectivesof theworkshop/programandanindicationof its relevance,importance,
andtimeliness.

(iii) A list of possibleparticipantsandtheir institutions.3

(iv) Indicationsof preferencesfor dates,andalsoimpossibledates.

� Thoughit is notrequired,BIRSwouldappreciateaonepageLetter of Intent , from prospectiveapplicants,
preferablybeforeJune15,2001,includingthetitle andlist of organizers,andoneparagraphdescriptionof
thetopicandmodeof theworkshop.

2Library connectivity andservicewith theUniversityof Calgaryis alsoavailable.
3Participationin the programsrun at BIRS is by invitation only. The processof invitation is throughBIRS at the adviceof the

organizers.
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THE PROGRAMS

5-DayWorkshops:
� The5-DayWorkshops,arethebasicprogramformatof BIRS.They runSundaythroughThursday(arrival

Saturdaypm,departureThursdaypm).
� Accommodation,the useof the facilities of BIRS (lecturehalls, internetfacilities,etc.) andmostmeals

will beprovidedat no costto theparticipantsof theworkshops.
� Numberof participants:up to 40.
� A few Half-sizedWorkshopswith up to 20 peoplewill beconsidered.
� Theorganizersarerequiredto submit,at thecompletionof their program,a 10-15pagearticle (possibly

written by oneof the participants)surveying the statusof the subjectin the context of the eventsof the
Workshop. Thesewill be boundinto annualvolumesdocumentingthe activities of BIRS. In additiona
numberof themain talkswill bevideo-tapedfor disseminationthroughvideo-streaming,andfor archival
purposes.

2-dayMeetings:
� 2-daymeetingsarenormallyrunFridayandSaturday(arrival Thursdaypm,departureSaturdaypm).
� Numberof participants– flexible, up to 40.
� Accommodation,theuseof thefacilitiesof BIRS(lecturehalls,internetfacilities,etc.)will beprovidedat

nocostto theparticipantsof theworkshops.Unlessindicatedotherwise,mealsaretheresponsibilityof the
organizersandparticipants.4

Research in Teams:
� This programoffers teamsof 2 to 4 researchersthe opportunityto live andwork at the BIRS facility for

periodsof 2 to 4 weeks,in orderto concentrateon their researchor to finishmajorprojects.
� Teamsshouldconsistof individualsfrom differentinstitutions.
� Accommodation(singleroom),mealsanda dedicateddiscussionroomwith a computerwork-stationare

provided5.
� Proposalsshoulddetail theareaof collaboration,list theteammembersandtheir institutions,andjustify

thecasefor usingBIRS.

FocusedResearch Groups(“ AspenMode”):

This is theopportunityfor largergroupsof researchersto collaborateoveranextendedperiodof timearound
a coherentgroupof problemsor ideas.

� A typical configurationmight be groupsof 10 to 15 mathematicianseachworking at BIRS for a period
of 2 to 4 weeks. Up to 8 of themareguaranteedto be in residenceat BIRS while others– especially
thosewith accompanying families– couldusetheextensiveaccomodationfacilitiesin theBanff area.The
membershipof theteamis alsopermittedto roll-over to allow moreflexible arrangements.

� Accommodation(singleroom),meals,and2 dedicateddiscussionroomswith computerwork-stationsare
provided.

Continued on next page.

4The Banff Centrehasa dining facility that operatesa buffet style service(breakfast, lunch, anddinner). This is availableon a
pay-as-you-gobasis.Themaintownsiteof Banff (10minuteswalk) hasmany restaurants.

5Participantswith familiesshouldarrangeaccommodationandmealselsewherein the Banff Centreor in near-by guesthouses,at
theirown expense.
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� Typically, up to 4 focusedresearchcollaborative groupsmaysharethe BIRS facilitiesat a giventime or
onegroupwouldsharethefacility with theparticipantsof abasicworkshop.

� Proposalsshoulddetail theareaof collaboration,list theteammembersandtheir institutions,andjustify
thecasefor usingtheBIRS.

SummerSchoolsand Training Camps

Schoolsarepedagogicalby definition,but maybeaimedatany level from elementaryor highschoolstudents
or teachers,throughundergraduateandgraduatelevels,or preparationfor Institutethematicprograms,etc.

� BIRSwelcomesproposalsfor schoolsof 1 weekto 12 daysin duration.
� Maximumnumberof participants40.
� Season:normally, but not necessarily, summer.
� Schoolsaretypically organizedby institutesandprofessionalsocietiesandafinancialcontributionto BIRS

mayberequestedfrom thesponsoringorganizations.

Important Inf ormation
� DEADLINES

(i) All proposalsfor 5-dayWorkshopsandSummerSchoolsmustbereceivedby October1, 2001.

(ii) Proposalsfor Researchin Teamsandfor the 2-Day Workshopsarealsorequestedto be submitted
by October1. However, BIRS is preparedto considerrequestsfor sucheventson thefly, assuming
availability of space.

� SPECIAL NEEDS

(i) BIRSandtheBanff Centrearebothwheel-chairaccessibleinstitutions.

(ii) BIRSis notsetupfor family or guestsituations.Individualswhohavespecialrequestsshouldenquire
with theProgramCoordinator. TheBanff Centrehasextensiveaccommodationfacilitiesbeyondthose
offeredby BIRS. Thesemay be usedfor families/couples,etc, andalso for extendingvisits to the
Banff areafor personalreasons.PleasechecktheBanff Centreweb-site.

� ADDRESSES

All proposalsshouldbesentto oneof thefollowing addresses:

BIRS ProgramCoordinator BIRSProgramCoordinator
PIMS MSRI
1933WestMall Annex 1000CentennialDrive
Vancouver, BC, V6T 1Z2 Berkeley, CA, 94720-5070
Canada UnitedStates

� WEB-SITES

(i) http://www.msri.org

(ii) http://www.pims.math.ca

(iii) http://www.banffcentre.ca
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