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BANFF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH STATION

CALL FOR PrROPOSALS

THE BANFF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH STATION
FOR MATHEMATICAL INNOVATION AND DISCOVERY
WELCOMES PROPOSALS 1
FOR ITS 2003 OPERATING YEAR
(MARCH - DECEMBER 2003).

A JOINT CANADA-US INITIATIVE COORDINATED BY

The Pacific Institutefor the MathematicaSciencegPIMS)
TheMathematicalSciencedRResearchnstitute(MSRI)

PENDING THE SUPPORT OF THE
NaturalScienceandEngineeringResearciCouncilof CanadgdNSERC)
US NationalScienceFoundation(NSF)
AlbertaScienceResearciuthority (ASRA)

1Al BIRS actiities aresubjectto expectedinancing
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e BIRS is a collaboratve Canada-USrenturethat provides the infrastructurefor hostingworkshopsand
meetingsfor creatie interactionandthe exchangeof ideas,knowledge,and methodswithin the MATHE-
MATICAL SCIENCES andtheirrelatedareas.

¢ BIRSIis aself-containedacility locatedon the site of the Banff Centrein Banf, Alberta. It offers(single-
room) accommodationmeals,lectureand discussiorrooms, high-speednternetconnectionandleisure
spacefor 40to 50 peoplein a magnificentmountainsetting.?

e Theobjective of BIRS is to supportreseach and innovation, dissemination,and educationalactivities
in all areasof science andtechnologyinvolvedwith the mathematicabndstatisticalsciencesincluding,
thoughnot necessarilyestrictedto, algebranumbertheory geometryandtopology analysisfoundations,
classicaland modernappliedmathematicsindustrial mathematicstheoreticaland appliedstatistics,the
mathematicof risk, the mathematicof information and computerscience,mathematicaphysics,bio-
mathematiceindervironmentaimathematicsandmathematicef thegeologicalandatmospherisciences.

e Accommodatiorandtravel: The useof facilitiesis provided gratis for all Programsun throughBIRS.
Themealcostsareincludedin mostbut notall BIRS actiities. Currently travel expensego andfrom the
Banff Centrearetheresponsibilityof the participants/oganizers An effort is beingmadeto find fundsfor
the partialsupportof travel.

e Banff is senedby the CalgarylnternationalAirport. Regular shuttleservicerunsbetweerthe Airport and
Banff, atrip of aboutl.5hours.

Guidelinesfor Proposals

e Proposalsare reviewed on a competitive basisby the BIRS Scientific Advisory Board on the criteria of
excellencerelevanceandtimeliness.

e Eachprogramshouldhaveaminimumof two Organizerspreferablyincludingatleastonefrom aCanadian
andonefrom aUS institution.

¢ Proposalshouldberestrictedn lengthto 5 pagesandshouldcontain:

(i) A shortoverview of thesubjectarea.

(ii) A statemenof theobjectivesof theworkshop/progranandanindicationof its relevancejmportance,
andtimeliness.

(iii) A list of possibleparticipantsandtheir institutions.®
(iv) Indicationsof preferencesor datesandalsoimpossibledates.
e Thoughit is notrequired BIRSwould appreciat@onepagel etter of Intent, from prospectie applicants,

preferablybeforeJunel5, 2001, includingthetitle andlist of organizersandoneparagraphlescriptionof
thetopic andmodeof theworkshop.

2Library connectiity andservicewith the University of Calgaryis alsoavailable.
SParticipationin the programsrun at BIRS is by invitation only. The processof invitation is throughBIRS at the adviceof the

organizers.
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5-Day Workshops:

¢ The5-DayWorkshopsarethe basicprogramformatof BIRS. They run SundaythroughThursday(arrival
Saturdaypm, departureT hursdaypm).

e Accommodationthe useof the facilities of BIRS (lecturehalls, internetfacilities, etc.) andmostmeals
will beprovidedat no costto the participantsof theworkshops.

e Numberof participantsup to 40.
o A few Half-sizedWorkshopswith upto 20 peoplewill beconsidered.

e Theorganizersarerequiredto submit,at the completionof their program,a 10-15pagearticle (possibly
written by one of the participants)suneying the statusof the subjectin the contet of the eventsof the
Workshop. Thesewill be boundinto annualvolumesdocumentinghe actvities of BIRS. In additiona
numberof the maintalkswill be video-tapedor disseminatiorthroughvideo-streamingandfor archial
purposes.

2-day Meetings:
e 2-daymeetingsarenormallyrun FridayandSaturday(arrival Thursdaypm, departureSaturdaypm).
e Numberof participants- flexible, up to 40.

¢ Accommodationtheuseof thefacilitiesof BIRS (lecturehalls,internetfacilities, etc.) will beprovidedat
no costto the participantof theworkshops.Unlessindicatedotherwise mealsarethe responsibilityof the
organizersandparticipants?

Reseach in Teams:

¢ This programoffersteamsof 2 to 4 researcherthe opportunityto live andwork at the BIRS facility for
periodsof 2 to 4 weeks,in orderto concentrat®n their researclor to finish majorprojects.

o Teamsshouldconsistof individualsfrom differentinstitutions.

¢ Accommodation(singleroom), mealsanda dedicateddiscussiorroomwith a computerwork-stationare
providecP.

¢ Proposalshoulddetail the areaof collaborationist theteammembersandtheir institutions,andjustify
the casefor usingBIRS.

FocusedReseach Groups (“ AspenMode”):

Thisis theopportunityfor largergroupsof researcherto collaborateover anextendedperiodof time around
acoherengroupof problemsor ideas.

e A typical configurationmight be groupsof 10 to 15 mathematiciangachworking at BIRS for a period
of 2 to 4 weeks. Up to 8 of themare guaranteedo be in residenceat BIRS while others— especially
thosewith accompaying families— could usethe extensve accomodatioffiacilitiesin the Banff area.The
membershipf theteamis alsopermittedto roll-overto allow moreflexible arrangements.

¢ Accommodatior(singleroom),meals,and2 dedicatedliscussiormoomswith computemwork-stationsare
provided.

Continued on next page.

4The Banf Centrehasa dining facility that operatesa buffet style service(breakhst, lunch, and dinner). This is availableon a
pay-as-you-gdasis.The maintownsiteof Banf (10 minuteswalk) hasmary restaurants.

SpParticipantswith families shouldarrangeaccommodatiorand mealselsavherein the Banf Centreor in nearby guesthousesat
their own expense.
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onegroupwould sharethefacility with the participantof a basicworkshop.

¢ Proposalshoulddetailthe areaof collaboration Jist the teammembersandtheir institutions,andjustify
the casefor usingthe BIRS.

Summer Schoolsand Training Camps

Schoolsarepedagogicaby definition,but maybeaimedatary level from elementanor high schoolstudents
or teachersthroughundegraduateandgraduatdevels,or preparatiorfor Institutethematicprogramsetc.

o BIRSwelcomesproposaldor schoolsof 1 weekto 12 daysin duration.

e Maximumnumberof participants40.

e Seasonnormally, but not necessarilysummer

e Schoolsaretypically organizedy institutesandprofessionatocietiesandafinancialcontributionto BIRS
may berequestedrom the sponsoringprganizations.

Important Information

e DEADLINES

(i) All proposaldor 5-dayWorkshopsandSummerSchoolsmustberecevedby Octoberl, 2001.

(i) Proposaldor Researchin Teamsandfor the 2-Day Workshopsare alsorequestedo be submitted
by Octoberl. However, BIRS is preparedo considerequestgor sucheventson the fly, assuming
availability of space.

e SPECIAL NEEDS

() BIRSandtheBanff Centrearebothwheel-chairaccessiblénstitutions.

(i) BIRSIs notsetupfor family or guestsituations.Individualswho have speciarequestshouldenquire
with theProgramCoordinator TheBanff Centrehasextensve accommodatiofacilitiesbeyondthose
offered by BIRS. Thesemay be usedfor families/couplesetc, and also for extendingvisits to the
Banff areafor personateasonsPleasecheckthe Banff Centreweb-site.

e ADDRESSES
All proposalshouldbe sentto oneof thefollowing addresses:

BIRS ProgramCoordinator BIRS ProgramCoordinator
PIMS MSRI

1933WestMall Annex 1000CentenniaDrive
Vancouer, BC, V6T 122 Berkeley, CA, 94720-5070
Canada United States

e WEB-SITES

(i) http://www.msri.og
(i) http://www.pims.math.ca
(i) http://www.banfcentre.ca



